
Ward News
We are pleased to welcome three new 
consultants to the PB team, Sneha, 
Galina and Hassan.
We are delighted to say that we  are 
expanding our day ward staff numbers, 
so are looking forward to welcoming some 
more new members of staff to the team.
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Hospital Heroes
The whole PB team is amazing, giving so 
much and all contributing in their own way to 
the benefit of our patients and their families. 
However several members of staff have been 
nominated in our Hospital Heroes Awards, 
where we get the chance to celebrate the staff 

who make great things happen across 
the Trust.

Our wonderful volunteer 
Lynne Grapes has been 
nominated for the gift 
of time award. Having 

volunteered on the 
ward for over 10 years,  

she is an indispensable 
and much appreciated member 
of our team.

Staff Nurse Beccy Stevens was nominated 
for her enthusiasm and positive impact on 
the team having only joined last summer.

Staff Nurse Barbara Bartlett was nominated 
for her dedication and perseverance in 
developing the largely unseen long term 
follow up clinic into a fit for purpose service.

Welcome to the
Piam Brown Ward newsletter

where we try to share our gratitude
to those who support our families as well as 

letting you know what is happening on the ward.

It is support from the community that makes much 
of what we do possible. Together, we can enhance care 
and experience for hundreds of patients every year.

Working together to raise spirits

Email Contact
Have we got your email 
address? Please email with 
any thoughts about the 
newsletter or ideas for 
events in your area to rachel.
funnell@uhs.nhs.uk. We are 
keen to enable equal access to 
trips, so please get in touch.

If you feel you are missing out 
on trips, please email me and 
ensure that you have given 

permission to be contacted 
for events, email Rachel on 
rachel.funnell@uhs.nhs.uk. 

Priority for trips will be given to 
those currently on treatment.

A hard copy of our annual 
report is available to read in 
the parents lounge.

We can transform 
experiences together Daniel enjoying a Saints match

Xano meeting some 
Wolves players

Research
Dr Juliet Gray leads a research 

group focussed on using 
immunotherapy 
to treat childhood 
cancer.

This includes work in the laboratory 
as well as a number of clinical trials. 

In particular, Dr Gray is leading an international trial, in 
collaboration with researchers in the US and Germany, to 
test a novel combination of immunotherapies in children with 
neuroblastoma. We have been very pleased to be able to treat 
children from across the UK in Southampton on this trial.

The Piam Brown charity fund had generously supported many 
aspects of this work and is currently helping to fund laboratory 
work to test how immunotherapies work in children, and how 
we can best use them in future clinical trials. Further details 
about Dr Gray’s research can be found at: www.southampton.
ac.uk/medicine/about/staff/jcgray.page#research



Christmas
The Christmas season 
is always a busy time 
here on the ward.

Southampton Hospitals 
Charity has offered several 
shows this year, with 31 families seeing 
Peter Pan, the amazing panto at 
The Mayflower, 5 families went to  
Wow said the Owl at The Nuffield 
                         and 5 families went to 
                                Aladdin at Otterbourne     
                                                                    Village Hall. 

We took our 
teenagers out for a 

festive meal followed 
by bowling, which was 
a great success.

Advent calendars, craft and selection boxes 
were given to patients and families through 
Sophie’s Appeal as well as individuals such 
as 7 year old Tillie Jenkins, the Bishop, 
Campbell, Fleming and Hogben families. 
Once again huge thanks. 

“Just wanted to share these 
gorgeous moments with 
you and say a huge thank 
you. Belle absolutely loved 
Wow said the Owl. It was 
completely age appropriate, 

she clapped all the way 
through shouting 

out wow. The 
panto allowed 
the whole family 
a few hours of 
normal fun and 

laughter. Thank 
you for giving us 

these memories” 
Revill Family

During the Santa Run, 
Rachel was presented 
with a beautifully crafted ceramic VW camper, 
which can be found in the parents lounge filled 
with sweets. Please let Rachel know if ever 
you find it empty.

Many of our families enjoyed a visit to Santa’s 
Grotto this year, 22 families visited Marwell’s 
Christmas event sponsored by Dash4Dexter and 
the Darren King Memorial Fund; and a further 
25 families enjoyed Christmas at Paulton’s Park, 
generously sponsored by 
the directors. 

Our children’s 
Christmas party was hosted 
by The Concorde Club, where 
we enjoyed their hot food and 
beverages, and additional party 
snacks were donated by Yvonne and friends, 
a long time PB supporter. The children enjoyed 
face painting, balloon modelling, a magic show 
as well as party games on the dance floor and 
of course a visit from Father Christmas himself.

Children under the care 
of PB who visited during 
December were given amazing 
gifts from a variety of donors 
including the Cainto family, the Collis 
family, the Donneaud family, Friends Fighting 
Cancer, the Honeysett-Beale family, the 
Hopwood family, HW8 Accountants, the 
Orman family, Prysmian Cables, the Razzaq 
family, Teddy20, the Walker family, the White 
family and the Wigginton family. Huge thanks 
to everyone who brought such fantastic 
smiles to our youngsters.

It starts with the annual 
VW Santa Run, when this 
year almost 100 decorated 
VW vehicles drove in 
convoy to the hospital 
ladened with gifts for the 
children on PB and the 
other children’s units.



Princess Caroline hosted our super Party on 
the Water in October, providing entertainment, 
music, dancing and party food. There was such 
a lovely atmosphere that Dylan allowed his face 
to be glittered for the first time ever!

Regular SponsorsSchool
Room
News

Trips and Events

As ever, this term, the Piam Brown school room has burst 
into a hive of industry for our popular Foodie Friday.  

The children have mixed, beaten, grated and rolled 
to create a host of fabulous fayre.  We have marked 
key dates with sweet delights for Halloween, 
Christmas and Valentines.  For our more savoury 
toothed children, we have tried our hands at cheese 
straws, home made pizza and the very adventurous 

Portuguese Bolo de Caco, bread made with sweet 
potato! Most of the ideas for cooking come from 

the children themselves, who love to have the task of 
choosing the week's 

recipe, though 
sometimes 

the adults 
have their 
say too!

If you have not yet had the 
pleasure of a break away with 

Hannah’s Holiday Home Appeal, please do 
get in touch. Pam and her amazing team are 
there to offer you a FREE quality fun break 
away at one of their luxurious holiday homes.  
Have a look at their website and get in touch 
www.hannahsappeal.org They are keen to 
support as many PB families as they can.

Abby’s Heroes provide 
financial and practical 

help to the families 
under our care. 
They can offer grants, 

sponsor outings and 
keep our ward snack 

boxes well resourced. 

The Directors of Paultons 
Park are so generous 

toward the Piam Brown 
families, donating 100 
park tickets as well as 

tickets to the Christmas 
Grotto for new families 

as already mentioned and 
hosting our annual fire engine trip!

Marwell Wildlife
We continue to be very 

grateful to the 
Admissions Team
for allowing us to 
send families for  

 treasured day out 
at the Wildlife centre.

Sophie’s Appeal Pamper Nights
Once a month on a Friday evening we 
continue to have the pleasure of three or 
four qualified therapists offering various 
pampering activities for our parents. 
The wonderful facials, Reiki, hair and nail 
treatments provide precious “me time” 
for parents on the ward.

Film and Pizza Night
The second Friday of every 

month sees the ever 
popular film and pizza 
night. Recently we have 
watched the Queens 

Corgis, Dora and the Lost 
City of Gold and Toy Story 4 

whilst enjoying some superb       
                       pizzas donated by Dominos.

Teens Theatre Outings
We are so lucky to be 
sponsored by the charity 
Welly Walk to organise 2 
theatre outings for our 
teenagers each year. We 

have recently enjoyed 
Mamma Mia at The Mayflower. 

Here are our teenagers enjoying a  
                 meal together before the show.

With our sponsors help, Southampton Hospitals Charity enhances the experience of our patients



PB Fest
Planning is well on the way for our 3rd 

PB Fest, to be held on Sunday 16 
August. Please let Rachel know 

if you plan to come as there will 
be a strict guest list. We will 
enjoy live music from some 
excellent tribute acts, games 
and craft as well as a BBQ all 

in super sunshine (hopefully)!

Good News
Maddie Hinch, Gold 

Olympic Medallist, 
visits Piam Brown
It was such a pleasure to introduce 
Maddie to families on PB recently. 

Everyone enjoyed feeling the weight 
of the medal, won by Maddie in Goal 

for the England Hockey team in the 
2016 Olympics. Her graciousness and 

enthusiasm was an inspiration. Maddie was 
accompanied by Joe who was himself on PB 
10 years ago and now plays in goal for the 
West Country as well as other teams. He had  
brought some kit along for 
the children to try on. 
It was  amazing to see 
how athletic goal 
keepers are despite  
    how much bulky  
            gear has to 
                    be worn. 

Our Supporters
It is truly astonishing how 
much support we receive 
from extended family, 
friends, colleagues and 
the general public. 

Not everyone 
can be mentioned 

here but grateful 
thanks go to all our 

supporters. Together 
we really do enhance 

the experience of families 
under our care.

Race Across America
An amazing team entered the Race Across America and 

raised a stunning £13,000. One member was knocked off his 
bike on the final day but with the help of his team he made it 
over the finishing line before spending a significant amount 
of time in hospital. We are truly grateful for their efforts.

Team: Martin Fox, Nick Crosby, Sean Frost, Lee Frost, 
Carl Holmes, Chris Chucas, Dave Gannon, Fiona Hares, 

Jim McGraw, Jon Mangnall, Malcolm Mitchell, Nick Litchfield, 
Paul Whitehorn, Pete Savage, Paul Broom and Rich Gilbert.

Through the generosity of local Masonic 
groups, PB received a £500 donation from 

the Oceanus Lodge nominated by Jamey Woodman (on the left) 
and a further £500 from the Thomas Langton Fund nominated 
by David Bennett (on the right).

Max Douglass goes to the same school as Jude, 
who is under the care of PB. Max decided to 

shave his head and everyone was very 
generous, raising £1,000! 

Also in support of Jude, his school 
production of Les Mis (which he would have 
been in) collected for PB after every show 

with brother Gabe bravely speaking at 
the end of each performance. 

A fabulous £3,300 has been donated.

The Body Shop International, based in 
Littlehampton, nominated PB as one of their 

charities of the year. Through a number of fundraising 
events and through employee purchase of goods, they 
donated an astonishing £15,000.

Stan Willetts 
has long supported 
PB as well as other areas of the hospital 
charity. He performs charity paranormal 
investigations in old and interesting 
buildings and calls himself Stan the Ghosty 
Man! Stan has recently donated £40.

Local company 
Global Ceramics 
chose to support 
PB and donated 
£5,000.

Jamie Smith was 
only 14 when his 
cousin Adam passed 
away. In what would 
have been Adam's 30th year, 
                                          Jamie cycled 1,300 miles  
                                                    spelling out his name  
                                                        with each city he  
                                                                   passed through. 
                                                             Jamie raised  
                                                              £8,222 in 
                                                              Adam’s  
                                                                   memory.

                                                   
                                               Get muddy 
                                         in Tough Mudder  
as Matt Lamper and his team 
did, while also raising over £1,000.


